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NOTE FROM THE EDITOR
It’s budget season for schools and districts, and I’ve heard from several partnership leaders about the tough situations they’re facing. I’ve talked with a couple of people who were transferred to other positions after their districts reduced or eliminated their partnership efforts; I’ve talked with others who are in the thick of the planning process now, fighting to retain staff members and the resources needed to do their work.
 
In light of this, I’d like to highlight a couple of resources for anyone in the midst of a similar fight:
 
· The Case for Community/School Partnerships – this was our feature article in the March 2009 issue of the K-12 Partnership Report, and it’s free to download. The article lays out the big-picture scenario for school funding in the future (hint: it’s not good), making the case for finding other sources of support, specifically partnership support. 

· Unlocking the Full Spectrum of Community Support – this is a white paper we published last summer (also free to download); it revisits some of the key indicators from the article above, goes into greater depth on the myriad ways in which community stakeholders can contribute to schools and districts, and offers a few tips on effectively approaching new partners. 

 
Budget problems are very real, and partnership people can’t expect to get a free pass during the resulting discussions. But by highlighting the critical role that partnership efforts can play in shoring up budgets and improving student achievement, we can make a powerful case for maintaining – or even increasing – support for this critically important function. Personally, I believe community engagement in general, and partnerships in particular, are the only real way forward – and I wish you the best of luck as you make that case to others.
 
Best,
 
Brett
 
TOP ARTICLES, COMMENTARIES, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM APRIL 2010 
Selected to highlight business thinking on education or innovative approaches to engagement
 

· Local Students Job Shadow over Spring Break - WRCB TV Chattanooga (April 7, 2010) 

· Regional P-20 Groups Get Boost - Missouri Department of Education press release (April 9, 2010) 
· Science is gaining momentum in American schools - Philadelphia Inquirer (April 11, 2010) 

· Teaching “work-ready” skills to students who are falling between the cracks - Providence Journal (April 11, 2010) 

· Advocates Push New Definition of Career Readiness - Education Week (April 15, 2010) 
· New Jersey Businesses, Education and Nonprofit Organizations Address Science and Math Education Opportunities - The Alternative Press (April 15, 2010) 
· Degrees Are Great, but Internships Make a Difference - US News and World Report (April 15, 2010) 
· Stanislaus County finds itself in education-jobs Catch-22 - Modesto Bee (April 15, 2010) 
· Ten Motorola-Sponsored Teams Advance to Final Round in 2010 FIRST Robotics Competition - Motorola press release (April 16, 2010) 
· Penguin Group and the Pearson Foundation Launch 'We Give Books' to Help Donate One Million Books to Leading Literacy Campaigns Worldwide - Pearson Education press release (April 21, 2010) 
· Museums Take Their Lessons to the Schools - New York Times (April 21, 2010) 
· Desperately seeking new set of skills - The Age (April 23, 2010) 
· Every child needed to boost economy - eSchoolNews (April 27, 2010) 
· Taco Bell Foundation for Teens Awards $1.8 Million to Teen Serving Organizations Fighting America's High School Drop-Out Crisis - Taco Bell press release (April 27, 2010) 
· The Actuarial Foundation Reaches Milestone: 2,500 Sets of Financial Literacy Curriculum Sent Free to High School Teachers - Actuarial Foundation press release (April 28, 2010) 
· Foundations offer $506M for education innovation - Boston Globe (April 29, 2010) 
 

 
NEW RESOURCES 
· National Impact Report on the Math and Science Partnership Program, National Science Foundation (April 2010) 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
· ABEC Annual Conference, Arizona Business & Education Coalition; June 7, Phoenix, AZ 

· NSPRA Annual Conference, National School Public Relations Association, July 11-14, Charlotte NC 
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